Dear Student,

Welcome to the oral part of the competition. Tdieowing parts of British history must be
studied for the competition. There are 9 topicshea them cosists of two parts, a longer one

and a shorter one. Find the parts that belong heget
The chronological order of these topics isfti®wing:

1. Mary Queen of Scots

@. Mary Queen of Scots

@ Mary Queen of Scots (1542-87) was the Catholic queen of Scotland held
captive in England by Elizabeth I for 19 years, then beheaded.

@ Mary became queen when she was a baby but was brought up at the French
court, where she enjoyed hunting and learned six languages.

@ Mary married the French king Henry II’s son Francis at 15 and was briefly
queen of France, but Francis died in 1560.

In 1561, Mary returned to Scotland to rule there. By this time, Scotland had
become Protestant, while Mary was a Catholic.

In 1565, Mary fell in love with her cousin Henry Stuart, Earl of Darnley. She
married him and they had a child, but Darnley was only interested in power.
@ Led by Darnley, Protestant nobles stabbed
Mary’s Catholic secretary David Rizzio to
death before her.

® The Earl of Bothwell was in love with

Mary and murdered Darnley. They
married three months later. The Scots
were so outraged by the marriage that
Mary had to flee to England.

« Mary with her cousin and second

Iusband, the highly ambitious Earl of
Darnley — an ill-starred marriage that
ended in deception and double murder.
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Mary represented Scotland’s
past—Catholic and pro-French. But another
group, growing in numbers, represented
Scotland’s future — Protestant and pro-
English. In 1557 some Scottish lords
launched the First Covenant, signed by
thousands, which demanded a national,
Protestant Church.

The accession of the Protestant Elizabeth
in England and the death of Mary of Guise
(1560) turned the tide in favour of the Pro-
testant, English party. The Treaty of Edin-
burgh was the first treaty between Scotland
and England sincerely based on common
interests. It was a victory for Protestantism
in Scotland, and it pointed towards the
union of Scotland and England.

British History

Mary was next in line to the English throne
after Elizabeth. Many Catholics felt she
was first in line, since they did not
recognize Henry VIII's marriage

to Anne Boleyn.

Mary posed a danger to Elizabeth,
50 she was kept in captivity in
English houses, where she

became the focus for plots

against Elizabeth.

Elizabeth’s spy-master
Walsingham trapped Mary P

into going along with a plot {
by Babington. Mary was

found guilty of treason
and beheaded at
Fotheringay in 1587.

» Mary about to meet her
death at the executioner’s
block. Her presence in
England had made her

a dangerous focus for
Catholic plots against
Elizabeth I.
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2. Roundheads and Cavaliers

Critics of the
Kings Government

In the middle of the 17th century, England
suffered its greatest upheaval ever. Yet bet-
ween 1600 and 1640 the way of life of ordi-
nary people changed very little. Prices were
still going up, land was changing hands,
industry was growing. Trade was increas-
ing too, though the East India Company,
soon to become the biggest merchant com-
pany in the world, found Dutch competi-
tion in the East Indies too strong, and
shifted its activities to India.

Scotland and England, though they
shared a king, remained separate countries.
The fens were being drained, to the fury of
the fenmen, and the Poor Laws had
removed most of the roving beggars. Many
old ideas lingered on. People still believed in
witches; James I did, and several people
were executed for witchcraft in his reign.

The privileges tha
Parliament often claimed by ancient right
had sometimes been invented, consciously
or not, very recently. James I and still morc
his son, Charles I (1600—49), were tactless in
claiming that kings ruled by ‘divine right’.
No doubt Elizabeth or earlier monarchs
would have heartily agreed, but undcr
Charles I ‘divine right’ began to look like
dictatorship.

The poor had no organizations like trade
unions to protect their rights. They had few
rights to protect. In 1618 about a hundred
young people found half-starving in Lon-
don streets were packed off to Virginia.

Most (but not all) of the big landowners,
the old noble families, supported the king.
So did the poorest people. But the middling
sorts of people — squires, bankers, mer-
chants, lawyers, shopkeepers — supported
Parliament. They were mostly people who
had been growing more wealthy and more
powerful for the previous hundred years or
so, and they were hostile to the old-
established powers of the kingdom — king,
lords and bishops.



3. The Restoration



4. The Glorious Revolution



5. The Industrial Revolution



6. The British Empire



7. Victorian England



8. World War |



9. World War Il

We wish you good luck.
See you at the competition orvich,

THeglish Department of Pollack Secondary Technichio8!



